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Getting the right balance isn’t easy
Benefits always come with risk
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The UN has set 17 development goals for 2030…

17 SDGs, 161 Targets, 241 KPIs

Of the 241 KPIs to be monitored
• 98 (41%) Data regularly produced (tier I)

• 50 (21%) Methodology exists but no data (tier II)

• 78 (32%) No international methodology exists (tier III)

• 15 (6%)   Currently unrated indicators
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…and Big Data is a huge opportunity to measure 

progress and shape policy

Payment Data

Search Queries

Satellite Imaging

Mobile Phone Data

• Estimation of consumer price index and poverty rates. 

• Economic impact of natural disasters.

• Identify influenza breakouts.

• Monitor dengue fever spread geographically.

• Light emissions picked up by satellites to estimate GDP growth.

• Time series of satellite images to identify flood risk areas.

• Estimating literacy rates of countries.

• Cell phone records to predict socio-economic levels.

Data Type Use Case
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Private Big Data can help achieving the SDGs
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Mobile phone data

Satellite imagery data

Other

Other social networks

Web data

Twitter data

Payment data

Scanner data

Facebook data

Sensor data

Smart meter data

Which data is used in projects?

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/events/2015/abudhabi/presentations/day3/02/2b%20A-Using%20Big%20Data%20for%20the%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%2010222015.pdf
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Health is the 3rd goal of the 17 SDGs of the UN
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Spreading of Swine Flu, Mexico
Telco data

Alert Closed Shutdown

Mobility during 

interventions

Normal mobility

Intervention phases

Shutting down key infrastructure reduces mobility between 10 –
30% and consequently disease propagation by 10%
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Google Flu Tracker
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Prediction of disease spreading: the power is in 

combining different sources of data 
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Key players from a Telco perspective
Humanitarian Agencies

Operators
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