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INFORMATION NOTE: TRANSITIONAL PERIOD FOR HEALTH CERTIFICATION 

OF FOOD PRODUCTS AND FOOD STUFFS OF NON-ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 

In accordance with the competences of the Ministry of Health, the General Directorate 

of Public Health and Health Equity, through the General Sub-Directorate of Foreign 

Health, is the competent authority in Spain to carry out the functions of sanitary 

certification (public health) of food and foodstuffs of non-animal origin (fruits and 

vegetables preserves, spices, seeds, oil, sugars, food additives, food supplements, non-

alcoholic beverages, food contact materials, among others). 

In July, the issuance of the export health certificate for this category of products will begin 

electronically through the SAEXCERT application. This process will be carried out 

progressively and, consequently, during a transitional period that is scheduled to end on 

December 31, 2025, the health certificates issued in accordance with the old paper-

based model will coexist with the new certificates obtained electronically. 

It is important to note that this measure applies exclusively to food and foodstuffs of non-

animal origin which are currently exported by means of the health certificate referred to 

in Annex I in paper format (‘sheet’), which is to be replaced by the model in Annex II 

obtained electronically through SAEXCERT. In relation to this second certificate, Annex 

III sets out the information regarding the verifications that the competent authorities at 

destination may perform to confirm the authenticity of the electronic signature.  

This measure does not apply to products of animal origin covered by veterinary export 

certificates, nor to the aspects of phytosanitary certification issued by the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for products of plant origin. 

Both this information Note and the rest of the documents related to obtaining certificates 

through SAEXCERT are available on the website of the Ministry of Health: 

https://www.sanidad.gob.es/areas/sanidadExterior/exportacion/home.htm .   

Finally, any questions related to the health certification of food and foodstuffs of non-

animal origin and the application of this transitional period can be sent to the Sub-

directorate General for Foreign Health at the following corporate e-mail addresses: 

saexcert@sanidad.gob.es, saniext@sanidad.gob.es and 

exportacionsanidad@sanidad.gob.es. 
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ANNEX I. Model of Health Certificate on paper for the export of foodstuffs (in 

accordance with the Order of 12 May 1993 establishing the official health 

certificate for the export of foodstuffs): 
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ANNEX II. Model of digital Health Certificate for the export of food and foodstuffs 

of non-animal origin intended for human consumption or use - PONAS - 

(according to the SAEXCERT web application): 
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ANNEX III. Verification of the authenticity and integrity of health certificates issued 

in accordance with the model set out in Annex II. 

The authenticity and integrity of the certificates issued through SAEXCERT in 

accordance with the model set out in Annex II shall be guaranteed thanks to the digital 

signature and the generation of a QR code and a Secure Verification Code (SVC) file as 

a database. In this sense, a cryptographic hash can be generated from the digital 

signature, which will serve as a ‘digital fingerprint’ of the document, and which can be 

registered in the SVC, together with other data such as the ID, the date of signature, the 

signatory's name and status. A QR code is then generated, which can be used to access 

the SVC and thus verify that the document exists, that the hash matches (integrity), that 

it was signed by the relevant person and that it is valid or cancelled. 

 

As for the QR code, if it is valid, scanning it automatically takes you to the electronic 

headquarters of the Ministry of Health 

(https://sede.mscbs.gob.es/verificacionCSV/home.do) where you can enter the SVC to 

verify the integrity and authenticity of the electronic certificate. 
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